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MODERN
TRANSIT SERVICE

for a

GREATER CHICAGO

Since the establishment of the Chicago
Transit Authority in 1945, the Chicago area
has witnessed the greatest era of transit
progress in the city’s history—a moderni-
zation of equipment and facilities that
ranks as one of the most extensive ever
undertaken anywhere in the nation.

A total of 2,815 vehicles — streetcars,
motor buses, trolley buses and rapid transit
cars—has been purchased at a cost of
about $60,000,000 since the program was
inaugurated.

Today—on CTA surface routes all over
the city—modern vehicles are providing
frequent, comfortable service for thou-
sands of daily riders. Seven out of ten rides
on the surface system are currently origi-
nating on lines equipped with modern
buses and streetcars.

Financing arrangements were recently
completed for the purchase of 300 more
rapid transit cars and an additional 100
motor buses ... more modern transit equip-
ment for a greater Chicago.
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.. . A Leading Retail - . . Wholesale Center

for 21 States

Located at the crossroads of the

Center

Chicago's retail trading influence
extends from the central business
district over a 45 mile radius.

There are 60 major shopping
centers in Chicago, and stores with-
in the city handle 72.6% of the
metropolitan area’s total retail

trade. Comparatively, the national
average for central cities in metro-
politan areas is 71.3%.

A total of 43,400 retail firms
served Chicago during 1951. Their
salesaggregated $4,800,000,000.

CHICAGO, whose growth in little more than a century from an obscure
Indian trading post to one of the world’s leading cities is a spectacular

nation, Chicago has reached o
success story, boasts many achievements of which its residents may well
be proud.

position of leadership in whole-
sale trade.

System transfers, will be presented to a daily audience of approximately
2,000,000 transit riders. It is planned that about fifty of the city’s spheres of
leadership will be spotlighted through this medium.

It is the purpose of this leaflet—in which the first eleven subjects in the
series are reproduced—to direct the attention of Chicago’s civic, business
AS o public service, therstors, Chicugo Transt Autherity—with the and ed.ucaﬁonul leoflers to this project. We hope that pupils in public and
assistance and cooperation of the Chicago Association of Commerce and PERASSGE- sEp-EL Y ed !o csse.rnble BRI W o
Industry—has prepared a promotional series of Chicago facts designed fo transfers, not only for use in their civic studies, but also as a means of
acquaint resicents and visitors alike with our city’s leadership in commerce,

Its trading area encompasses
the entire middlewest.
Many Chicagoans, perhaps, are unaware of the civic wonders that sur-
round them.

During 1951, 10,500 Chicago
wholesaling firms had total sales
of $15,500,000,000.

stimulating pride in the accomplishments of their home city.
industry, finance and other fields.

The CHICAGO PROMOTIONAL SERIES, appearing on CTA Surface

We believe that many adults, too, will want to collect this material.
Your comments, inquiries and suggestions are invited.

CHICAGO TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Public Information Department

P. O. Box 3555, Chicago 54, lllinois

MOhawk 4-7200
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